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Akbar again 'tried "to speak, but in vain. He knew he was dying.
Salim (later Jahangir) observes in his Memoirs that tears swelled
in his father's eyes and that he made a great effort to hold them
back from rolling over on to his cheeks. At this stage Hakim All
intervened, and respectfully requested the Prince to step back and
let the patient rest. The Emperor then closed his eyes.
Outside the fort, the people had gathered in thousands.Word had
gone round that the Emperor's hours were numbered, and that he
had chosen Sultan Salim to be his successor. Quiet pervaded the
palaces of the Begums and senior ladies of the family. The houses
of the umra and other dignitaries also wore an unusually grim
appearance. People stood in clusters all around the fort, whisper-
ing, fearing, hoping and praying. As the darkness thickened, their
apprehensions became worse. A little past midmignt, the sound
of wailings rose from within the fort. The Emperor was dead.
Thursday, 17 October 1605 became a dark day in the history of
the Mughals,
As was customary, the next day a breach was made in the outer
wail of the fort, through which the pall-bearers, led by Sultan
Salim, Sultan Parvez and Sultan Khurram, carried thejenazah to
the tomb designed and partly completed in his life-time by Akbar
himself. The Emperor was laid to rest in comformity with his.
wishes. He was the first Mughal monarch to have been born and
buried on the soil of Hindustan.
Did Akbar die a natural death? Nobody knows. As has been
mentioned already, some historians are of opinion that Salim con-
spired with Hakim Alt to get him poisoned; others suspect Raja
Man Singh of treachery; still others tend to believe a story that
Akbar swallowed by mistake a lethal doze of poison meant for
Ghazi Beg of Sind. There is no way to check these versions. The
circumstances, however, lend some credence to the alleged comp-
licity of Salim in one way or another. Hakim Ali rose to high
favour soon after Salim's accession, and the latter made no-
attempt to hide that he was under obligation to the physician for
some unspecified services; in Tuzk-i-Jahangiri, he goes out of his
way to absolve Ali of accusations of negligence in treatment of the
Emperor. His observation that if "Alis would make no mistake,
Akbars would never die" is the type of a clue that students of in-
dividual behaviour lay much store by. Furthermore, Salim was by
temperament an unpredictable rough-neck; no means was ever too